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2 Chron. 24. 10. Thus ſaith God, why tranſgreſs ye the'Cbme : 
.mandments of the Lord, that Ye Cannot proſper becauſe, J 
ye have forſaken the Lord, he hath alſo forſaken you. 1 


Amos 5. 15. Seek good and not evil that ye maylive, an 
the Lord the God of Hoſts ſhall be with..you, as ye 
ſpoken, 
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Chriſtian Reader, 


Fe thoughts of the righteous (Solomon telleth ns ) 
are right, Prov. 12. 4. Their mouth ſpeaketh 
wiſdom, and their tongue talketh jucgmeat. 

| What precious thoughts have the Sa.nts in ail ages 

 btad of the preſence of God with them : Moles knew not how or 
| what to do without it, Exod. 35.15. If thy preſence go not 
with u$,carry us not up hence. Solomon zz all his glory-zs 

' an earneſt beggar for it. 1 King. 8. 57. Tie Lord our God 
be with us, as he was with our Fathers, let him not leave us 
or forlake us, Jeremi-h reckoned himſelf and the agople with 
him to be in a dangerous, yea deſperate condition if Wd ſhould 
be gone, and therefore pleaded accordingly, Jer. 14. &# O the 

hope of //rael, the Saviour thereof in the time of trouble, 
why ſhouldeſt thou be as a ſtranger in the Land, Sc. Leave 

us not. &c, 

Doubrlets this was right: O toat the ſame mind were in us. 
1t would be our wiſdom and our underſtand.ng in the fight of all 
our ovfervers. Wo be to us wi en God ſhall depart from us, our © 
Judes cannot deliver us, unleſs the Lord be with them, Judg. 
2.17. Oar Prophets cannot perſwade us to believe and turn 
to the Lord except his hand be with them. AZ. 11. 21. 
Our own ſtrength ſufficeth not to carry us through duty, 
A.3-:: Jokn 
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To the Chriſtian RE ADE R, 
Fohn 15. 5. Without me, ye can do nothing : or to uphold us 
; #n time of Temptation, 2 Chron. 32. 31 How be it in the bu- 
ſineſs of the. Embaſſadors of the Princes of Babylon, the 
Lord left him. - Our - Enterprizes will not proſper except the 
"Lord lend his helping hand, Pſal. 127. x. Except the Lord 
build the houſe, they labour in vain that build it. Our em- 
_ ployments cannot benefit or ſatisfie us, unleſs t!e Lord influence 
them, Mat. 4. 4+ Man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, Z7ag 
i. 6. Ye have ſown much, and bring in little, ye have 
_ eat, but ye have not enough; ye driak but are-not filled 
0 drink ; ye cloth your ſelves, but there is none warm, 

Co 
| God with. us is our ſafety and our glory : | our ſafety] 
Deut. 33+ 12. The beloved of the Lord ſhall dwell fafely by 
him, and he will cover them all the day long. ZF God be 
for us, who can be againſt us ? Men if uot in affedtion, yet in 
effect will be our Friends. The ſame Divine Wiſdom and 
Grace, that turneth the wrath of man to the praiſe of God, will 
turn it to his peoples ſalvation : 1t's our glory alfo ; Jeruſalem 
had been 4 perfettion of beauty, the gl-ry of the whole earth, 
Lam.*z. I5. but when forfaken of God, her glory flieth away 
as a bird, all that honoured her, deſpije her, becauſe they 
have ſeen her nakedneſs, Lam. 1. 9. 

May the little flock in the Wilderneſs inherit the favourable 
preſence of God, it ſhall ſuffice : The lines fall to us in plea- 


Pr... ſant places, Joſh. 1. 17. Only the Lord thy God be with thee as 
be was with Moſes; ( 1.) he had beea with Moles, ( 2 ) 


for his preſence in like manner to be with Joſhua, was ay only 
thing : ( 3 ) When the people ſo prize and pray for it, they 
are not dhisappoinied, as the Context ſheweth. 

A Lizht efteem of God is the danger of New England * he 
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is nat wont haſtily to forſake kis people, How ſhall I give 
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To the Chriſtian READER 
thee up Ephraim > But he liketh to live -where he is. loved: 


Had he our hearts, ( we ftould without fail ) have his Cempany,- 
and although it may be feared, our ſradew in this reſpett is 


gone back many degrees, yet did we lament after him, and long 
for him ; could eur ſouls by any means be quickned to follow 


hard after bim, he would return for his ſervants ſake, the 
tribes of his inher#ance, 

To help in this great caſe is the ſcope of the eaſuing exhor- 
tation. a word ſpoken in ſeaſon, like Apples of Goldin piftures 
of filver, the worth, beauty, and pleaſantneſs whrreof -beſpeat's 
ts acceptance at tle firſt view. A Sutjeft of general concern- 
ment, wherein there js counſel for the Ruler, and inſtruction to 
all the people. Hear ye me Aſa, and all Judah and Benja- 
min : The Lord is with you while ye are with him; a weighty 
word in which we are not dealt with all about 'mint and annis, 
but life and death are ſet before us. Moreover the timing 
of this inſtruction ſeemeth to carry with it ſomthing of partt- 
eular Remarks 2 The meſſage ſent us the laſt year, upon the like 
day and occaſion, was as is known: | Be thou inſtruted O 
Jeruſalem, leaſt my ſcui depart from thee, leaſt I make thee 
deſolate, a Land nor inhabited. And new hear ye me Aſa, 
and aff Judah and Benjamin, the Lerd is with you while Fa be 
with him, and if you ſeck lim he will be found of you, but if 
ye forfake him he will forſake you. Theſe are ſulemn treatments 
from the God of Heaven : Shall the hope of {ſrael, the Lord 
God of our fathers ſpeak ſo much about leaving us, &Ce and 


erder in1le way of his Providence, that his word be left upowl** 


record, and publiſhed to the View of all, and ſhall not we lay 
zt to leart. Alas ſhould poor New-England /eſe the preſence 
of God, what weuld be left us but ſhame and miſery. ow 
precions a name is Jehovakh-Shammah, Flonourable enough to 
be ,engraven on the gates of Heaven : hath not this beg 
written in legible theugh in ſmaller letters, &n the Z Ip 
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To the Chriſtian READER 

thich we live, and ſhall we provoke the holy God to raſe it cut 
and write upon us Tchabod inſtead thereof. O fooliſh people, 
wot wiſe. | 

But I know the. way of man is not in . himſelf, ſo perverted. 
are we by nature, that until a day of power comes down upon us, 
our hearts will not encline to God, and.yet he needeth not to be: 
beholden to us; he can make himſelf wellcome when he pleaſeth, 
our hearts are in his hands as the Rivers of waters. He can 
prepare us for himſelf, and dwell with us in abundance of mer- 
cy. O Lord though ous iniquities teſtifie againſt us ; de it 0; 
thy Names ſake, | 
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'The Lord is with you while ye-are 
with Hum, 
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O make a little way toto thefe Words, with 
what .iS intended in and from them, I wall 
only mind you of ſome Remarkables the 
holy Story mentions, concerning Aſa King 
FR : of Fudah,viz.(1.T hat ke was ſincerely godly, 

14 perfe.and. upright man : though he had his faults (as *' 
* there is no man that ſinneth not.) - and fell ſadly ſundry + 
' Wayes, towards the eloſe of his time, as may be ſeen, 

 Chap.i6. x, 10. Yet it iS faidof -him-in way of commen- 
dation, Chap. 15. 17. Nevertheleſs the heart. of Aſa was 
perfett all his dayes : not only ae did that which was 

right in the eyes of the Lord his God, Chap. 14+ 2+ but 
.he did it like.a Saint, as did David his Father, 1 Xzpg. 15+ 
xr. And thence alſo it ſtands Recorded cancerning Jeha- 
Japhat his Son and Succeſlor, That he: walked in the way of 3; 
Aſa h's Pather, and d:parted not from 7t, doing tkat which... 
was right in the fant of the Lord, Chape+20. 32. (2+) That 
as an eftect and evidence of Aſa's ſincerity, he was en- * 
gaged in that good work of Reforming Church and 
Stace,.or a diligent endeavour to mend what was amifg 
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2 The Way of © 
.' In Religious or Civil reſpets, Chap 14. 3, 8- fot he took 
away the Altars of the ſtrange gods, &c. ( 4 ) Thathe 
met with diſturbance by the endeavours of - ſome of his 
evil-minded neighbours, Chap. 14.9. The Aradbians, that 
were near borderers upon the land of Canaan, made War 
againſt him. . ( 4. ) That a famous and even full yictory 
was given himagainſt that multitude of enemies, by the 
power and goodneſs of God, Chap x4. 10, to the end. 
[5.) That in their return from the vanquiſhment of thoſe 
adverſaries; there was a ſolemn and incouraging meſſage 
ſent them ; Wherein may be minded, 
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I» By whom the meſſ:ge w1s. ſent, Chap. r5. r. God 
( the ſpirit of God ) was tie Author, and Azarzab the 
hand that conveyed it- 


2. To whom the Meſſage was delivered, ver. 2. Hear - 
ye we Aſa.and all Fudah and Benjamin ; The Leader and - 
the People, &c. the Chief and his followers. 


3. The Meſlage it ſelf, or matter of- it, which is ſums 
marily preſented in the remainder of the ſecond verſe, and 
then 1s further illuſtrated and inlarged to vey. 7.* In this 
ſecond -verſe, we have the main ſum of the meſſage that 
was ſent- and therein Firſt, a general propoſition ſet 
down. The Lord is with you while ye are with him. Se- 
 eondly, That general is explained and amplitied by two 
- "*particulars preſented, the one in way of promiſe; If ye 
4 eek him. he will be found of you ; the other in way of threat- 
ning, But if you forfake him, he will forſake you.  Tt1$ the 
middle clauſe of the verſe Cor the general compu 
erein. 
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"Tfraels Welfare; 3. 
therein declared ) That T intend to propoſe a few words 
from, upon the preſent occaſion: Not to ſpend time in 


_ explaining the termS: . I come immediately to the Do» 
&rine, which may be thus 'Delivered ; 


DOCTRINE. 


That while « People are with God, He al 
4s .mith them : 


Or thus; 

The Lord without fail is and will be 
with his People when or while they 

are with Him, "TR 
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The'Lord is with you whileye are with him: 


\ TheWords { as 15 obſerved by ſome) may be re- 
' ferred to time paſt, preſent or to come; and ſo rendred 
indifferently, The Lord hath been, is, he will be with you! 
upon your being with him. | 
'To unfold! and confirm the: Truth mentioned, three 
things may be minded as matter of enquiry, viz. What 
It is-for a-people to be with God : and + what for God 
- to bewith them ? and then whence'or on what account 

' He will be with them while they are with Him. 
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Queſt, What it is for a penple to be with God? F'iwer - 1 
things ſeem to carry the ſence or ſum of it, or there are - 
two ways ot a peoples being with, God : viz. In..their: .: 
hearts-and-in-their lives - 

Firſt, To be with himin their hearts :- when the heart 
15 right in his ſight, and found faithful before him, as is - - 
faid\ of Abraham, Nechem., 9: .8. And. fonndeſt his . heart” > 


faithful before thee': There is a fixed heart-adherence 


to him ; as the good man gave the exhortation, Ats.xr 
2.3. That with purpoſe of heart, they would cleave unto the - 
Lord That with a ſtedfait immoveable. decree of heart. 
they- ſheuld ſtick. cloſe to him ; that nothing that they - 
were-to meet with, might-wark a {eparationzor ſet them 
at diſtance again; And thus to be with him in heart, is--- 
by faith, lovg ang fear. , 

r. Faith in him. As unbelief ſeparates, holds or 
ſends away the heart : The dircR, 'natura}, proper ' ten- 
dency and work of it 1s a heart-departure from God, 
Heb. 3. 12: An+'eve heart of unbelief' in departing from 
the living God ;_unkelief makes the heart ſtand off and 


g0.8Way from God;and Jeſus Chriſt ; . fo faith carries it 


to him ; it. is oftentimes called coming, John--6; 35. co--- 
ming. or. belieying,are mentioned as. the ſame thing ; faith . 
is the ſouls morion or. making: cut- to God in Ghriſt : ... 
And then it keeps .the- heart with him. The propriety 
of-it ſome not - unmeetly:- expreſs tobe a tying by 

the. Heart-firings to,him : The beart ſo flays upon-him © 


 aSto-ftay with him, makes its: ſtand there. This was 


one-way of Aſa's being with -God, 25: the Seer ſaid to 
him,,2 Chron. 15.8, Becauſe theu didFf} rely npou yy 


Lord -: 
and ſo himſelf in the ſame- caſe, '2 Chron. 


His heart got near to him in a time of need ; 
4. 11.. Help us 
He expreſleth- his. 


O Lord our God, 
faith In prayer, which 1s the proper and of it: The 
prayer of faith—Faith in prayer brings-:the-heart into * 
his preſence, but prayer without faith. is like a bird with- * 
out: wings, that cannot get upwards to any purpoſe, but: 
falls to the ground - Faith-.is always 2 -neceſlary ingredi-- 
ent, one of the main requiſites of right- prayer : There- 
15 a'muſt put upon it : 
t9:God, muſt -helieve. that he is —They 
ro God, .fo-as to be with him indeed, muſt have-faith-to 
lead and lift their hearts: home to him; 
power.. and .grace and. faithfulnefs, 
him ak in Faith :- There will be detects' 4. 4. do whar '/ 
you can, :but be fure faith benot wanting, 
get. .any. thing, by all-your askings - Let not ſuch an one - 
( that as not in faith, 
ceive: any thing. of. the Lord, verſe __—_— 

2 Love to-him ; heartily and in good earntſtto' com-" 
ply. with the firſt and: _ Commandment, as our Sa- * 


Viour 


for. we reft on thee. 


. He that cometh- 
that would come 


Hebrews 11. 


Faith 1n his- 
James rt. 6. But let-- 
, as you would - 
that 45, think that he- ſhall re- - 


gives it, ' Mat. 2.2. 37, 38- Thos ſhalt love-the Lord 


thy God with all. thy. hve, _ with all thy foul, and with * 
all thy mind ; this 15 the firſt.and 
That the whole ſoul in all the faculties -and- powers of 
it, center and terininate upon him, as the atone adequate 
fatisfying ol ject of it. It. is a great- and precious p 
miſe, that is-herein made, Dent. 
will circumoiſe thine-heart, and the heart of thy ſerd, to love 
the Lord thy God with, all thine heart, and with all thy.: 
ſogh- that thou mayeſt live. - 


great Grnmaninde G-* 


30. 6. The Lord thy Go 
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Bleſſed things might be obtained, could we improve 
and preſs it for our ſelves-and ours-as.-we, ought ; The 
love of all the heart belongs to him alone, and ſo not 
to be laid out upon any other. * The truth is, not to love 
him above all, 1s not to love him at all ; unleſs he hath 
beſt love, he hath none indeed ; which is the import of 
that of the Apoſtle, r John 2. 15.” If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not -in him. Know aflu- 
_redly, and believe it alwayes, That the worlds leavings 

do not belong to God - It 1s. downright Idolairy ( Spi- 
. ritually ſo I mean ) when any thingin us of the werid 
 15-ſet above him-1n the eſteem and indearments - of the 
- heart ; when the choice and chief of mans love is be- 
- ſtowed upon creature objects, and the refuſe only reſer- 
: ved for him, Mat. 10+ 37.: As he is the chieſeſt good, 
: fo thence alſo he indiſpen ſlibly demands higheſt love, -as 
- alwayes his due ; nor will -any thing leſfs.or lower than 
- that, find acceptance with him. 
3 Fear of him, which as it is his undeniable right : 
- He ought to be feared, Plal. 76. 1x the only objeft of re- 

ligious fear : His right therein ariſes from all the diſco- 
veries. he makes of himſelf ; every letter of his name be- 
ſpeaks it;'Pſal. x 11. 9. Holy, and to be feared is his name : 
In-ſpeeial from his abſolute ſoveraignty, Job. 25. 2 Ds- 
minton and fear are with him: dominion upon the account 

whereof he is to be feared. As ſome-do, and all ſhould 
* - fear hinf* So indeed all ſhall do it one way or other ere 
| _ he hath done; ſuch a gay is coming, as will force the 
| fearleſs ones to fear; Ifa. 2. 12, 3. 4. For the day of the 


| © Lord of Hoſts ſhall be upon every one that is proud and lof- 


ty—and upon all the Cedars of. Lebanou—and pon all the - 
OY 9 IE OE eds. | 


Iſrael Vellfare.. 7 
Oats of Baſhan, and «pou all the high mountains, and upon 
all the hills that are lifted np: Not only the little low 
ſhrubs, but the ſtately Cedars and ſturdy @aks ; not 
only the mole hills but the mountains ; man 2, e. in their 
greateſt heights and oppoſition to him : The Lord ot 
Hoſts hath a day to make them all ſtoop and tremble | 
before him, as it follows, verſe 17. The loftineſs of man * 
ſhall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of man ſhall be 1 
made low —And verſe 19. They (hall go into the holes of 
the Rocks. and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of his Majeſty, when he ariſeth fo 
ſhake terribly the earth; There is ſuch authority and 
power appears in all his works as commends fear, Pal. 
66. 3. Say unto, God, how terrible art thou in thy works? 
And eminently his dea'ings with man, verſe 5. He zs 
ferrible in his doings towards the children of men: All 
ſorts of men, P/al. 76. 12. He ſhall cut off the Spirit of 
Princes : He is terrible to the Kings of the earth; He 15S 
terfible out of his holy places, in the execurion of judg- 
ments denounced by his Word, and the Misiſtry of 1t. 
Thus he is to be feared for his ſoveraign power, Jer. 5- 
22. It 1s a fearful thing for man, leſs then nothing man, 
not to fear the great God, Fer. 10- 7, His excellent great- 
neſs ( that hath all the world at command, to do what 
he will, in and with it) and ſo does his exceeding good- = 
neſs, Jer. 5. 24.—Hoſ. 2.5.—And as fear is his right, ſo 
1t mult be rendred to him : Wo to that Plantation, Co- 
lony or Country, of which it may be ſaid, The fear of 
God is not in this place : it may be there are fair houſes, 
large fields, full Shops and Barns, but if the fear of God 
be not there among the reſt, their condition is excecd- 
HEL CONGUICH 2 m_ 


\.'S . The Way: of 
_ ing woſul : Suppoſe a perſon.or a people to be as. rich-as 
'may be 1n the things of this world, they are poor not- 
_withſtanding,- miſerably poor , it the fear of the .Lord 
- 15 not ther treaſure, as the word is, Ifa. 33. 6 "Be there 
never ſo much farming and merchandize, buying and 
felling, and gain got by it, it- is not ſuch wealth can 
| make us rich indeed, while the fear of God is wanting: 
You may ſee how mpch weight he lay$upon his fear, in 
that he hath made it one of the main grants of the E- 
-verlaſting *Covenant;” Jer. 32. 40."7 will put my fear. in 
_ their hearts It is not naturally there, no. more. than 
Faith or Love, nor. can-all the world hay 1t.im to purpcſe, 
that is his peculiar work; T7 will put my fear in thetr 
hearts, that they fhall not depart from me. * Though there 
..are warpings of corruptiens within, and workings of 
.. temptations without ;-fm ſ\wayes and Satan” ſhams, yet 
they ſhall not:be carried 'awav';; The'fear of God in 
their hearts fo holds them to and with- him, 'that they 
| ſhall -not wickedly depart, or akow themſelves in wand- 
ring from'him. But that is the firſt head, one way of 
a peoples being with God, iS in_their hearts, by faith 1n, 
lore to, and fear: of him. | 


Secondly, Another -way of a peoples being with him, 
15 in their lives; to: follow his work, and walk in his 
wayes, carefully avoiding what is contrary, and attend- 
ing what is according to his Word, and the Revelations 
of his mind made in it : and that both wayes, As to bis 
| Will in general, and his Worſhip in particular. 


x. As to his Will in general, in all the diſcoveries of 
Bak Nt | it ; 
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Tiraels Welfare D 
; Its wherein the command is explicite and plain, x Pet- 
I: I5. Be ye holy in all manner of Converſation: not only 
at ſometimes, or in ſome things, but univerſally, in vari- 
ous motions and managements, turnings'to and fro, to 
keep cloſe to Rule : This is one of the Leſſons "the. Go- 
ſpel teaches, or layes before us to learn, .'To labour: a 
compliance with the Law, not as our tile to life ' and hap- 
pineſs, but as the way that leads to irs attainment,7. 2. 

It, 12.'The grace of God that brings ſalvation hath ap- 
peared to all. men. To all ſorts of men, in the doctrinal 
diſcoveries and offers of it, and that wherever 1t comes 
brings inſtruftion with it ; teaching us, That denying ungod- 
lineſs and worldly. luſts ( not 'to.give-way or welcome to 
fin, but ſhut the doer faſt againſt it, flarly and perempto- 
rily refuſe irs entertainment, whatever tenders it makes ) 
 Andthen, that we ſhould live ſoberly,; righteouſly, and godlily 
in this preſent world: The DoQtrine of free Grace is no 
* friend to ſin, does not-give mea liberty to live as they liſt 
themſelves, but layes and leaves them--under : Bonds of 
duty, even every way, towards God and men, thertſely 
and others : - And herein alſo the promiſe is euprels, that 
- AS it ſhould be: thus with the people of: God at all times, 
ſo it ſhall be in his time,  Zech. 14. 20, 21- Ts that day 
 fhall there be.upon the bells of the Horſes, HOLINESSE 
70 THE LORD; And the pots in the Lords houſe ſhall be 
: like the Bowles before the Altar ; Tea every Pot in Jeruſa- 
lem and Judah, ſhall he FOLINESSE TO 7 HE LORD 
.OF HOSTS. Their ordinary occaſions and converſes 
one Way or other, managed in conformity to divine 
command ; a ſtamp of holineſs upon them; not only 
nar Waring and proving, but their buying and felling 
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their cating and drinking: The Will of God their Rule, 
and the Glory of God their end in all that is done, ——— 
This 1s our duty, and ſhould be our defign, x Cor. 10. 3 1: 


Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God —— 


2. cAs to his Worſhip in particular, Our Saviour faith, 
Fobn 4.23, 2.4. The true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Fa- 
ther in Spirit and in Truth, 
that worſhip. him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 
However indiftercnt. men commonly are therein ; Chrilt 
you ſee. mentions 4t as matter of neceſſity; That fome- 
thing may.bedone in this work indeed, two things are 
required, and muft concur in it ; it is not true Worſhip 
i£ either of. them be wanting, viz 


1. It muſt be right ſor the matter, what God hath ap-- 


- pointed, without. addition or abatement, Deut. 12.. 32. 
. What thing ſoever I command you, obſerve to do it, thou fhalt 
not add thereto, ner diminiſh frem it ; neither more nor lels 
as near as may be at leaſt.. Humane inventions are of 
no. authority herein, we may-be: attended. what ever pre- 
' tences.ars made of their decency, ſignificancy or uſetul- 
neſs one way or other in his ſervice -. Divine Inſtitutions 
only mult ſtand, whatever wants, that ſtump hasno war- 
rant for its uſe : Will-worſhip hath at beſt but a ſhew 


of wiſdom, Col. 2.23. Which things. have indeed a ſhew of 


wiſdom in worſhip : It is above the ſphear of the wiſdom of 


man to deviſe, or the will of man to determine the wor- 
ſhip of God, in any the ſubſtantial parts of it; Tne cir- 


cumſtances of time,. and place, G«, are neceſlarily left'to 
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God is a ſpirit, and they. 
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common pridence, But ſtill *ris has prerogative to refolve 
and order in what way, or by what means we ſhajl wor- 
ſkip him, His Word and the, deejaration 083 his Wall 
made in and by it, is the only direftion therein. And 
thence alſo will-Worſhip is worth nothing, Mat. r5..9. 
In vain .do , they worſhip me, teaching for Dottrines the 
Commandments of men. Though they have a true object 
of Worſhip ( they worſhip me ) yet if tne means of Wor- 
ſhip be falſe ( after the commandments of men ) it 15 1n vain, 
tono purpoſe, neither acceptable to God, nor 4dvanta- 
g10usS to themſelves, 


2. It muſt. be right for the manner t00, as he hath appoint= 
ed. In ſum, That we perform it heartily and in his fear «© 
AS in all obedience, that is the main; uw was God's wiſh 
for them, ſpeaking aſter the manner of men, Deut. 5.29. 
They promiſed fair when they were ,under the pang and 
impulſe of their tear, through: thoſe awiul appearances 
that were made upon. mqunt Sinai, at the delivery of the 
Law, ver. 27. They ſaid to Moſes, Speak thou unto us, all 
that the.Lord our God ſhall ſpeak to thee, and we will hear 
#t, and ds it, verſe 28. The. Lord heard the woice of their 
words, and ſaid, they have well ſaid all that they have ſpo- 
ex ; they give me good words, Oh that they would do 
as they ſay : Oh that there were ſuch a heart in them, 
that they would fear me, and keep all my Command- 
ments alwayes, that it might be well with them - and 
their Children for ever; To keep ſuch a courſe, 1s the 
way to perpetuate a peoples welfare; And this 15 al- 
wayes man's duty, Eccleſc12.13. Fear God and keep his 
Commandments, for this is the whole duty of man, hy” Þ 
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likewiſe as to this part of obedience, in particular, his 
Worſhip, it muſt be heartily attended ; heartleſs ſervices 
ſignifie not, 1ſai.29. 13. This people draw near me with 
their mouth, and with their lips do honour. me, but... have re- 
moved their heart far from me. The body near but the 
ſoul a .great way off, Ezek. 33- 31. They come unte, 
thee as the people cometh, and they fit before thee as my 
people, and they hear .thy words but they will not do them; 
for with their mouth' they (hew. much love, but. their heart 
goeth after their covetouſneſs. 

They- behave themſelves handfomly, with a viſible de- 
mureneſs-a$ to the outward man, in : hearivg the word, 
but their-hearts in;the-mean time are-in- and with - the 
world. And yet 'tis certain; That-duty one-or another, 
however: formal and ſpecious as to the out-ſide-ceremony 
of them,. without the heart,:-a1e but a ſhadow without 
any ſubſtanee, a ſhell without -any kernel ;.empty things .. 
that want ſomething within to.fill them,-.dead works, 
the carcaſs of duty wihout a foul - And-then. we muſt | 
worſhip in his fear, Pſal-5. 7. But -as:for me,:# will come: - 
into thy houſe in«the . multitude of thy mercy ;_ and-in- thy . 
fear will I worſhip towards thy holy Temple— As the conft- 
deration of his infinite-mercy. ſhould ſet faith on work, 
ſo the remembrance ot-hjs glorious holineſs ſhould make 
us fear in all our approaches: to him. Indeed the fear of 
God is ſo eſſential to, oy- in his worſhiv;- that it 15 ſund- 
ry times:put for it, as you may ſee by comparing, Deuts 
6. 13. with Mat. 4. 10. and Ha: 29. 13, with Mat..15.9. 
WWe cannot ſerve God acceptably, anleſs we do it with rever- 
ence, and godly fear, Heb. 12. 28, 9.—You ee that there - 
are.two ways for a people to-be with God ; To be yea 
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him in their hearts, by a fixed adherence to him, in 
faith, love and fear ; and to be with him in their lives, 


by.a faithful attendance of his will in general, and his 
worſhip in_particulare 


Queſt. 2 The next enquiry is, What it is for God to be” 
with a people 2 or how he is with them that are with him. ' 


Anſw. There are ſeveral ways of Gods being with-men. 
As there is his efſentiaÞ preſence, whereby he is equally © 
in diſtant from: alt perfons and: places : ' Suckt is the 
immenſity of his glorious being, .that he is no where 
; included or excluded—x Kings 8. 27. Behold the heaven, © 
; and. the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, Jer. 23+ 24. 
1 do'not I fill heaven and earth, ( faith the Lord. (- Again, 
| there 15: his.general providential preſence, in way of pows- ' * 
| erful efficiency, preſerving and governing what he hath 
made, to-the attainment of his own ends.” "And thus he 
þ 15 not far irom every one-of us; For 23» hins+we live and * 
| move and have our being: Afts 17. 27. In thoſe reſpeds,' 
no man is or can be without God; for ſo he-is not only, 
with Saints and Angels in' Heaven, and with men(*godly - 
audwicked ) on earth, but with the devils and damned 
too, Pſal. 139. 7 ——— 10. Whither ſhall F flee from" thy © 
preſence? If F aſcend up into Heaven thou art there ; If I 
make my bed 'in Fell, behold: thou” art there ——But the 
thing here intended-15 his being with-men- in'e way of fa- 
vour and good will: his gracious preſence, as it '15\ com- 
monly called, Jooking after, and manifeſting his care of * 
and:kindneſs to them, wheretn you may diſtiatly mind, 
two. or. three things. E OR 
C3 - .. - 


Firſt, There is the proteting preſence of God, whereby he 
defeads bis people againſt evil : whether jt be 


xr. By ſaving them from trouble, preventing it when 
and how he wall, Ads 18. 10. For 1 am with thee, and 
$0 man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee; either they ſhould 
not deſire it ( AS:Exod. 34. 24. Neither ſpall any man de- 
fire thy Land, when thou ſhalt go up to appear before the 
Lord thy God, thrice in the year, God can bind the luſts 
of men, their pride, malice and coyetouſneſs ; he ſets 
what limits: he will to their workings ) or at leaſt they 
ſhould not do it. 'No man /hall ſet upon thee to hurt thee : 
You know what was faid to the Philadelphian Church, 
Rev. 3- 10. Þ alſo will keep thee from the hour of Tempta- 
ti08. When-an hour of temptation goes far and wide, 
carrys a great breadth with it (As Trajans Perſecution, 
which ſundry take tobe there intended, generally reach- 
ed to all the parts of the Roman Empire, that upon the 
account of his largenefſs, is called all the world, as alſo 
it is, Luke 2. x.) yet the Lord can ſhelter whom he 
pleaſeth from ſharing in-it ; Or, 


2 By ſaving them in trouble. That 1s a way that he 
oftentimes takes to ſecure his people : They ſuffer, and 
yet nevertheleſs fate, Job. 5. 19. Pal. 91. 9, 10. Becauſe 
thon haſt made the moſt high thy habitation, there ſhall ns 
evil befall thee, neither ſhall any plague come nigh the 
dwelling © In midſt of evils, and yet meet with no evil ; 
none z. e. that ſhall be eventually hazardous to their 
| main 1ntereſt, : The preſence of the chicteſt good keeps 
rea 
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real evil at diſtance : He that dwells in Gofl, or makes 
the moſt High his habitation, is out of reach of ruining 
danger. The Scripture abounds-in the diſcovery of: Gods 
being with his people in this way, 1/az: 41. 10. and 43-2 
When thou-paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee 
and through the Rivers they ſhall not everflow thee; when 
thou-walkeſt throug'> the fire, thou ſhalt wot be burnt, n#i- 
ther ſhall the flame kindle upon thee ; neither floods ſhall 
dromn, nor flames hurt them: Pfal. 32+. 6. There may be 
waters, great waters, and flook of them; »and- the godly 
man + of whont he there {peaks ) in them too, and yet 
furel# they fhall net' come nigh him, to his damage or 
undoins:; He may -be ſoaked; but ſhall not fink or mii- 
carry there: Of like meaning 1s the great ſight Moſes 
met with, Exod. 3. 2,3- Such a tight (Ca great fight) 
15 not ſeldom to be ſeen, Through the good will of him that 
dwells in the Bulh, the more it flames the more it flouriſheth. 
Heavieſt ſufferings that betal his ſervants are phyfick and 
-not poyſ{on, not to kill but. cure, 7fai; 27. 9g. the worſt he 
means 15 to make them better, Z#7eb; 12.10. Their evil 
things are at work for good, Rom. 8. 28. To exerciſe their 
Grace, aud ſo increaſe "their glory, 2, Cor: 4..17. The 
ſoaking of the veſlels of mercy in the waters: of afflicti- 
on, help to widen and fit: them for greater meaſures of 
that pure river of water of life, clear as Chriſtal, pro- 
_ ceeding out of the Throne of God, and: of the Lamb, 
Rev. 22: I, 


3. By ſaving them out of trouble, This is added, Pſal.' 
27« 39, 40. The: ſalvation of the righteous is of the Lord 
He 5 «their ſtrength jn tune of trouble; and the Lol 
l y ly - 
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ſhall help them and deliver them : he ſhall deliver ther 
from.the wicked and fave-them, becauſe they truſt in him. 
Such.a promiſe was given the Prophet for his eneourage- 
ment in-his work, Fer. 1..19: They ſhall fight againſt thee, 
:. but they ſhall not prevail againſt thee, for I am- with thee 
ſaith the Lord to-delrver thee : When they _ have: done 
.. what they can I will deliver thee : And fo- more generally 
Fer. 29. 11.  kwow the thaughts that 7 think towards you, 
faith the Lord; thoughts of peace - and. ot of evil, to, give 
, - you .au.expeited end, Thovgh others know not his 
thoughts towards them, *M7oh. 4. 11,12. When God ſends 
, thedaughters of Sion to Babylon to be delivered, wer. 10. 
They ſay; let -her be defiled, let.oxr eye look upon. Siow. 
; But they know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither 
.- underſtand they, his counſel: *tis certain : his peoples ene- 
- Mics. .are not of. his council, they know-notthe thoughts 
| of the Lord, our his people themſelves neither ſometimes, 
yet he knows them ;-The:-cloſe of the greateft day of 
- Facebs trouble, is, that he ſhall. be, ſaved. out. of it, . Fer. 


Secondly, There is the providing providence of God, 
whereby he ſuits his people in their wants: He knows 
what they need, and ſends them a ſupply, Phil. 4. x9. in 
temporal, and eſpecially in ſpiritual reſpedts,  P/al. 34. ro. 
. nothing indeed good for them,or conducing to the turthe- 
. rance of their internal and ſo eternal welfare fhall be with- 
. held, P/al:85: ix. 


"Thirdly, There is his proſpering bleſſing preſence ; 
.. ſycceeding them in their works, Ger, 2.4: 3, 23: The Lord 
was 
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. was with Joſeph, and made all that he did: to proſper. To 
have God with us, is the way to have all go well ; His 
favourable preſence, brings outward proſperity, in- what 
meaſure he ſees meet. And ſucceeding them in his work, 
that I mean that more nearly eoncerns them in relation - 
to him, upon a ſoul-account, Mat. 28. 20+ Teaching them 
to ebſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you, And 
to, I am with you alway, even to the end of the World, AS 
with Miniſters in teaching, ſo with Churches alſo in at- 

tending what he requires ; to keep his work going, or 
_ lift it forward in-their hearts and hands. 


Queſt. The laſt enquiry mentioned, 1s, Whence or on 
. what account: will the Lord -be with a people that are with 
bim ? 

The Anſwer may be given in a word, eitaer way ; 


_ _I+ Negatively, 'Tis not-from any merit there 1S in 
them, or any thing they do. There's no ſuch thing in- 
deed : Facob faid it, Gen. 32. 10. 1 am not worthy the leaft 
of all thy mercies. Plain Faceb did not complement, but 
ſpake his heartin it, He ſaw and felt what he faid, That 
though he wanted many things, yet not worthy of any thing. 
The great-Faith'd Centurion faid it, Luk. 7.6. [ am nf 
worthy that thou ſhouldeſt come under my roof: The Elders 
_ of the Fews gave a high account of him, ver. 4:5. fay 
ing, that he was worthy for whom he ſhould do this, in that 
he loyeth our Nation.— ASit what he had done for 
them, deſerved what they defired of him : But he was 
ct another mind himſelf, 7 aw not Worthy Our Sa- 
viour teacheth all his followers to fay it, Zut, 17. 10. 

'D When 


When you have done all thoſe things that are commanded you” 
fay, wve are .unprofitable ſervants; we have done that 
which was our dury tor do : we owe hifnr- utmoſt- obedi- 
ence, and lo he can't be debtor to us-for any- thing-we 
do; to whom all we do is due debt. 


2. Afirmatively ;- 17 is from his coun free Mercy. > AS 
5 his Grace that inables men to be with kim ; where 
there iS any thing that way indeed; they are beholding to 
Hint for whar they haveand de in''it; Fohe 15: 5. So 'E8 
Grace alſo that ingages him to be with them : Remarks. 
able is that paſſage to this purpoſe, P/al. 44. 17, 8, 9. AlZ - 
this is come upon us, yet have we ot "forgotten thee, "neither 
have we dealt falſly in thy Covenant : our heart isnot turn» 
ed back, neither have our.ſteps. decl:ned from thy way ; 
though thou haſt Tore broken us im the place of Dragons, 
It follows, ver. 26. Ariſe for our help, and redeem us for + 
thy mercies ſake->- They do not- lean epon,' or plead any- 
merit in what they have done, but lvok to, and implore 
his mercy in what they ſtfll-ace to-be.done.-. Redeem as 
for thy - mercies: ſakes: 


The Uſe now follows; and that may be let: fall under ] . 
two Heads, of - nformation and Exhortation' —— + 


The firſt is- of Information; - 


USE I. The Truth-in hand may help to inform-us 
in feveral things ; 1 will only intimatetwo or- three, with- 


OUt<tArrying ON LCjN,—— 


1. Hence / 
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. x. Hence ſee that the wicked are back friends to the 
places wherein, or people among whom they live; and 
that becauſe they help ro.drive.God from them, which 45 
the worlt and moſt baneful work they can be buſted in - 
One fenner deſtroyes. much good : Ove Achan ( as the caſe 
may be ) 7s enough to trouble a whole Camp. It is a folemn 
awtul word yau have, Prov.15.29. The Lord is far from 
$he wicked: For God and his Salvation go together. But 
P/al: 85.9. Surely his falvation-is nigh to: them that fear 
bays, that gloty may dwell in owr Land : The World 1s 
commonly weary ot fuch (.had rather. have their roonm 
_ -than their company ) they are not aware, or not willing 
- £5 awn how much they are beholding to.them; that they 
ſtand in the gap for them, and help to fend off many 2 
| blow that wouldotherwayes-fall heavy. If there be ten 
 Rzghtears laid the Lord to Abra/am, when ſtanding be- 
fore him in behalf of Sodom, 1 will ſpare the City, and not 
deſtroy it- fer their ſake, Gen.18. latter end. Yea, one 
righteous Lot kept fire and brimſtone from coming 
down: upon that: wicked place, till he was got out of it, 
» Ger.19.22. It commonly fares with a People, as rigkte- 
ouſnets. or ſin finds entertainment among them - ſo faith 
the divine Proverb, Prov. 14.34. Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
Nation. The righteous Lord Jloveth righteouſneſs, and 
loves them that follow after him : His countenance be- 
holds the upright. ; He 15 with them in way. of favour 
and thence they farewell: But fin is a reproach to any 
people. To any people, however near and dear they 
ſometimes were to him, yet ſin makes him ſtand aloof, 
and then they lower a pace, Jer: 12: 7: 1 have left my 
 beritage, 1 have given the dearly beloved of my ſoul into 
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tnto the hand of her enemies, Jeremiah 22. 24 —»—— 


2.« Hence ſee the riſe and reaſon of the Lords depar- 
ture from a people, and fo whether to refer his abſenting 
ſrom us, one way or other: Gideox put the queſtion to 
the Angel of the Lore, that appeared to him, Judges 6. 
Iz, 3. If the Lord be with us,. why then is all this befallen 
#5: And where are all his wenders which our fathers told as 
of ? may it not be ſaid in our caſe, 1f the Lord be with as, 
as formerly, why have theſe things befallen us, what mean 


ſuch and (ach teftimonies of his anger 2 Afſuredly we cant 


quſtly; tauJt him on any account, who zs righteous in all his 
ways, and. holy in all his works: The departure does not 
begin on his hand ; if you forſake him, he will forſake 
you ; and not elſe: The blame belongs. to and muſt be 
Jaid upon our fins, and our ſelves for them, Jer 2. 17. 
haſt thou not procured this: to thy ſelf, in that thou haf? for= 


ſaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way, and 


chap.4.18. —tis ſin puſhes God from a people, that he 
cannot keep them company as he 1s ready to do for us : 
forces him as it were to fall out with them, Fer.44. 2.2. SO 
that the Lord could no longer bear, becauſe of the evil of 
your doiugs —» He that is ſlow: t0 anger, of great kindneſs, 
and repenteth him of the evil, Foel. 2. 13. yet Sin ( impe- 
nitently continued ) makes him weary of repenting , 
Jer. 15. 6, 7. Sin wearlies him out of his houſe, wherein 
he ſometimes dwelt, moves him to leave: his Sanctuary : 
Ezek. 8. 6. when they made that malepert ſ:wcy queſtion 
Ifa. 58. 3. Wherefore have we faſted, and thou ſeeſt not — 
mMurmuring as it there were ſome wrong done them, that 
they had not the deliverance they deſired, but ver _ 
owe 
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lowed with preſſures though they had followed him with 
prayers : There is a full anſwer given in it, ſai: 59. 2, 
3. 9. 4. you charge God' fooliſhly, to imagine there is - 
any defect with him ; his hands are as able to help, and 
his ear as open to hear as ever ;. he wants neither power 
nor pity to do for you ; that which wounds you, 1s at 
home. But your iniquities have ſeparated between you, 
and your God: Let the finger be laid upon the right 
ſore, you will find that ſin is in. all the fault. So Jer: 
5:25: Tour fins with-hold good things from you ; tis fin 
that turns away good things, and pulls down evil npon @ 
people; —— And then, 


3. Hence ſee the right way for a people to keep or recover 
#he preſence of God : 


r. To keep his preſence : would you indeed have it 
continued ? do you defire his abode with you in a way 
of good will 2 the text tells you how it 1s to be attained, 
The Lord is with you, while you are with him. Be 1t never 
ſo long, do not leave him, and he will not leave you - 
Wherein we have experience to confirm us : our fathers 
have found him very near to releive them in their need, 
Pfal. 22. 4, 5. How ſolemn and ſignal were the expreſ- 
Hons of his kindneſs to them : many a deliverance - was 
ſent them; wrapt up in return of prayer.— 


But 2. Which comes ( it may be )nearer to our caſe, 
here 15 the right way before us to recover the preſence 
of God, when, ſo far as it is loſt, Zech. x. 3. Thus ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, return to me ſaith the Lord of F008; 
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1d 1 will return to to you, ſaith the Lord of Floſts, Could 
we make. work on't in getting back again to him, he 
would then ( through grace ) meet us more than half 
the way. Let me ſpeak feely herctn, it. is ſenſibly cer- 
tain, we have got nothing Ly, wandring, .and therefore 
it 15 time to give it over :. | may confidently aſſert in the 
audience of this Aſſembly, That ſcarce (if ,ever ) people 
had more caule or call to make that concluſion than we, 
Hol. z. 7. £. will goa and return to,my firſ® Husþand, for 
then.-it was better with me than, now. That is. the mean- 
1ing of the thorn-hedge, and. high wall that hath been 
made in our way, to perſwade and even. neceſiitate us 
to ſuch a reſolve 2 Shall I fay, 1t was better every where 
m Family, Church, Town and Cclony.z and better eve- 
ry way, we had better peace and plenty, better hea!th 
and harveſts, in former-than Jater years ; it was better 
for ſoul and body, tetter.in \piritua!s. leis Sin ; and bet- 
ter &k temporajs, leſs ſorrow : Oh.thar New-England 
might yer fay it in good earneſt, and do accordingly : 7 
will return to. my firſt-Husband, for theu i. was better with 
#e than now ; The recovery ot firſt love and firſt works, 
would be our glory. : let me beſpeak it in thoſe wores, 
Hoſ 6. r.. Come. let us return unto. the Lord for he hath 
torn, aud he will heal .us ; be hath ſmitten. ar-d he will bind 
us up. Were ſuch a mutual excuation, weil prelled and 
warmed upon our own and one.anothers hearts, to an 
awakening real and practical attendance of it, it would 
| be a precious falve for our fore. Th:s 15 the way to re- 
cover the preſence of God, to return to him, and there- 
fore turn. from all fin, . Ezek. 18. 30. The tearms are 
fair and juſt ; Oaly be ſure. you are real and through in 
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it, Jer. 4. tr. ſtand no where 141] you come to him 3 or the 
words may be react. If thou wilt return to me, return? 
dally not, but doit iadeed :; Let your hearts fall out with 
Sin, and 1all in with God and Chriſt ; the contrary 1s, 
complaines of, Jer. 3. 10. Her treacherous fiker Judah, 
hath not turned to me with her whole heat, but feignedly 
ſaith the Lord. Piftures of repentance will not paſs in 
Heaven, it 's vain to diſſ2mble with him that cannot be 
deceive, For men to feign or counterfeit a converſion 
only, 1s wur rriiling, and treachery in his eſteem, whates 
vor -it ſlands- for with others: but be hearty and home 
With it, and then hold it too; fo turn as ro tarry' with 
him ; take heed ot Flaſhes and Flattery, faſt and looſe; 
off and on with him, Hoſ. 6. 4. Tour goodneſs 7s as the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew that pafſeth away 
athn, impertinent thins, that hath 0 ſubſtance or Palbilith 
an it: loon vanitheth whatever fhew - it” makes :- And 
truly if our goodneis towards him (our repentance and 
reforming*) be- as tnhe- morning, cloud, what 'can we 
look ior but that his goodneſs towards us thould* be as 
tiie morning cloud” ton ;. which ſeem to be the' ſenſe of, _ 
Hoſ. 13. 3, 7'erc:ore t!ey ſhall be as the morinig cloud, 
ard az ihe early dew tat paſſeth away; their welfare and 
com'ore, ques wiited ant conſumed ; look to it, you 
be ixeJ and fteriy here, to get to; and: ſtay: with him'- 
Ha. 30. i5. Hoi 3. Js —= 


VSE I 
The main uſe 1 would make of it, is _ way of exhor- * 


tation, and invitement to all among us, that they ob- 
X O- e F © _— 
acrve 
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| erve and do their duty herein : Hear ye me 4/a 'and- all 
Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with you while ye are 
with him : my work here is to preſs it upon. the hearts 
of all, rich and poor, high and low: to take this courſe 


for the attainment of the end mentioned, 20 4e with 
God, that he may be with us: — 


In proſecution of it, I will turn the . exhortation in 
Particular three wayes, and then render a few words of 
general advice upon 1t.— 


The ex#hortation herein may be particularly laid be- 
fore and left with three ſorts. 


Firſt, Magiſtrates : civil leaders in their ſeveral ſtati- 
ons of ſubordinate power. 


Honoured Sirs ! Suffer me to ſay, Be you with God, 
and he will be with you : As there is direction given in his 
word, for the work of an Election-Day, who are to be 
choſen to ſuch place and employment, Exod. 18. 21: 
Provide out of all the people, able men, ſuch as fear God ; 
men of truth, hating covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over them, 
to be Rulers of thouſands, and Rulers of hundreds- _ 
Plainly. implying that none but ſuch are defirably ſur- 
niſhed ſor any place of *Rule among the people of God; 
Men of God, and men for God ; able men, ( men of 
wiſdom and courage } ſuch as fear God, men of truth, 
( men of piety as well as parts, fearers of God, and faith- 
ful to him andhis intereſt. Thoſe are ſome of the beſt 
qualifications required to fit men for publick Rule, Neb: 

7: 2: And hating covetouſneſs ; not meerly or ſo much 
ſeeking 
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 Geking their private wealth (though it 15 not meet they 
ſhould ſerve for nought; it is the wiſdom and duty ofa 
pcople, according to their. capacity» to afford an honou- 
rable acknowledgment to them that. attend ſuch heavy 
\ work , but mainly ſeeking the publick welfare, Nehem. 
2. 10. Eſther 10..3, ———But a3 there-1s a.diretory 
kf for-choofers ( whom ..it concerns . to atteng their 
work therein, not-as-matter of .indifferency .or carnal 
deſign, -but-with care and conſcience .to diſcharge that 
mighty betruſtment, which alſo the free-mans Oatly di- 
realy obliges-to) ſo likewiſe- there is.the.duty of the 
choſen expreſly ſet down. - The general fum of it is 
declared in that of David, 2: Sam. 23. 3. The God of Iſ- 
rael ſaid, The Rock of 1ſrael ſpake to me ; Fe that ruleth 
over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of God : To be 
managed- by the fear of God in adminiſtring Juſtice to 
men - their work hes either way, towards God and to- 
wards man; I mean now, they are ſet to keep both Ta- 
bles; as far as may be to ſecure thoſe under them in an 
-Undiſturbed praftice of duty therein ; that . they may lead 
. a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty, —— 


7. In matter of Religion, it belongs to fuch,.not only 
-to ſerve God themſelves, and be faithful and fervent in 
it, that their hearts be lifted up in his ways, 2 Chron: 17. 
6. But to ſee. that his. worſhip be publickly mainteined and 
managed in all places under their power ; That none ir 
that ſenſe, be without the true God, and - without 2 
teaching Prieſt, and without law, which 15 pointed at 
verſe 3. as in part the intendment of the text : This was 
a main work Ala was buſted in before this meſſage was ſent 
bin, 


-— 
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'. him, 2 Chron. 14. 3, 4, 5. To reform Religion, and ſet 
things to rights therein. according t0 the direftion of the 
word, And this alſo he went torward with afterward ; 
as.may be ſeen verſe 8. of this chapter : And though 
he did not fully reach what he wou'd, yer he went as 
far as he could in it: verſe 17, As did Jehoſaphat after 
him, chap.23+ 33. HTowbeit the high places were not taken 
away : For as yet the people had not prepared their 
heagts unto the God! of their Fathirs-—— A people ſome- 
times, not very ſeldome clog and hinder the deſign of 
godly Rulers; there 1s no perſwading. them to amend 
to purpoſe unleſs God put it into their hearts: Howe- 
ver Leaders muſt perform their: part, whatever oppoſt- 
tion or impediments they meet with : As they are cat- 
led Gods (_Pſal. 82. 6.) fo it concerns them very near- 
ly to take care of the things of God ; without which, how 
cau they expett he ſhould be with them, or their work be 
Rewarded. 


2. In matter of Righteouſneſs, their work is large ; 
In general, a taith\ul. endeavour to do every man right 
without favour or fear, 2 Sam. 8. 15. David executed 
judgment and juftice to all his people : Such an account 
Fob gives: of himſelf as to his behaviour in his publick 
. ruling-capacity, Fob. 29. 14. 7 put on righteouſneſs, and 
zt. clothed me; my judgment was. a. Robe and a Diadem. 
Righteous Judgment is both neceſſary and adorning tc 
Rulers, their clothing and their Crown : The beſt and 
Moſt beautiful robe they have to array themſelves with, 
as ſuch: In particular to relieve the injured, as it fol- 
lows, Jeb. 29. 15. 6. { was eyes to the blind, and feet 
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t6 the lame, I was a Father to the poor. The meaning of 
thoſe metaphors ( faith Mr. Caryl ) is that his care to 
defend them in their juſt .cauſe, was extenſive and .efte- 
tual : And then to quell wrong doers ; wherein -they 
need 2 quick and watchful eye, to find out fin in 1ts co- 
verts ( verſe 16» The ways which T1 knew nit, T ſearched 
cut) and a (teady weighty hand, to follow fin home, 
accurding to its deſert : verſe 17: { brate toe jaws of 
the wicked, and plucke the ſpoil out of his teeth —— tis 
ſaid of ſecure Laiſh, Judges 18. 7. There was no Magt- 
 Strate ( no maſter or heir of reſtraint ) in the —_—_— 
might put them to ſhame in any thing. The Juſts of men 
Will eaſily run wild, if there be no reſtraint laid .upon 
them : Some men ( and not a few neither ) will without 
- fail do ſhamefully, if there be none to put them to 
ſhame for what is done. They that have-not conſcience 
enough, muſt -have ſomwhat elſe to.curb them :- 
his is the deſign and dnty of Rulers, Rom. 13. 3, 4. 
The ſword of civil power is put into their hand by divine ap- 
pointment, as to reward them that do well, ſo to wound evil 
| eloers ; not to ſtrike with it at a venture whoever comes 
in their way, much leſs to turn the edge towards the 
innocent. It is their wiſdom to make the wicked feel 
the wheel, -Prov. 20. 26. to cruſh their wickedneſs, - or 
weary them. oat of their unclean, intemperate, and unrighte= 
- Ous courſes. Let me crave the patience of a few plain 
inofkenſive words in this plot, I particularly propoſe that 
a thr ough.care and courſe may be taken, to prevent - or 
ſuppreſs that woful trade of Indian drunkenneſs ; where- 
in doubtleſs it may be faid that ſuch as find the matter 
pr fuel for it, are. deeply guilty of that fearful exceſs, 
2 _ 
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'and the fatal tmiſchief- that fo commonly falls vpon it; - 
If there be any that need and. conſcientioufly defire a 
reſolution in this caſe, wiz: whether (elling ſtrong drink to 
the heathen, as things are circunsſtanced, be ſinful, or moral 
evil, and as ſuch to.be avoided? T wilt turn. aftde fo tar 
as to tender twa words that way : 


r.—Tt is againft the law of God ;. which by common 
Eonſent .of Divines, commands not only to avoid the 
graſ ating. of this or that evil, but temptations to and 
incMtive- of fin.in our ſelves or others + It is a g00d 
general rule that is given for the right underſtanding of 
the Commandments ; That where any firt 'is forbidden 
all the degrees, cauſes, means, occaſions, and appearances - 
of it are torbidden alſo. Let. it be feriouſly' pondrted, and 
conſcience ſadly queſtioned upor it in the caſe mentio- 
ned ; Is this to abſtain from all. appearance of evil 2 1 Theſ 
'5+ 22+ Yea, dS It not. a direct means to further the com- 
miſſion of ſin 2 what leſs is done by this praftice, then to 
Put the bottle to them; and wake them drunken alſo, as" the 
expreſſion ts, Hab.z.15. Is it an innocent thing now a- 
days, to deliver a {\word-into a mad man$*-harid, ſuppoſe 
he proflermony for it; or 7s it no fin :to lay a FRumbling 
Glock in the way of the Pind? . Rom. 14. .13. That no mau 
put a Fiumbling block or au occaſion to fall in anothers way.” 
Thoſe two words ( as-zs obſerved ) intend ſuch offers 
ces, whereby-others are either grieved or incouraged to 


fin.: By ts courſe are not the people of God grieved; ant 
the Leathen bardued 'in their wickedneſs, 'and fo helped te- 
belt? Again, by ſuch things -is not great *occahen given t ' 
thej enemies of the Lord to blaſphtme & do, or will they 
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Iraels Welfare” 29” 
not leafn to fay, their Religion is no better than ours, 
they will do any thing for a littte money : 


And' again;” Is there n6t Covetouſneſs 'in feeding, 
their Luſts for filthy Ittcres fake, and unrighteouſneſs in 
wringing that little they have out of their hands, by ex- 
ceſſive and ſodiſhoneſt gain: —- In a-word, Thoſe that 
inable the Natives, to ſin againſt God*(which in thisway 
they would not do, without" the ſellers aſſiſtance ) are 
they not acceſlary in his account, of all the Drunkennefs 
and Murders that by this” 'means abounds among them. 


2. It is againft the Law of Min; and that alſo dds to ' 
the. evil of it: itis a violation of a juſt and good Law, 
made on purpoſe to prevent ſin againſt God, and- provo- 
cation to the eyes of Hs glory by<1t, 


But to return'; 1 am bold to ſay, That this evil among 
many others may, yea muſt be effefwally declared a- 
gainft, /eft the Land be defiled with ' blood, and fo pity to 
lome particulars, prove cruelty to the publick-—— The 
Lord grant our Leaders may never cauſe us toerre -one 
way or otier ; 
as by a connivance at that which is openly and appa- 
rently evil. 'Thar downright* daring "wickedneſs may 
not walk tht ſtreets among us- ( aSit does too common- = 
ly in ſome places ) for want” eithet of wholſorme Laws. or 
home execution of them! : I only add here, what they 
ſometimes faid, in thecaſe then before them, Ezra 10. 4: 


or bring more wrath upof frat, fo much - 


Ariſe, for this matter belongs to thee, we alſo will be with. 


hee ;-boof- good courage and doit, May,'1 novfay.in the” 


NIme' *- 
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name of all the tremblers at the words of the God . of 
Tjrael among, us ( faving at leaſt ſome particulsr miſtakes 
and temptations.) This matter ( much honoured ) be- 
_ longs to you, we alſo wil! be with you; Be of good cou- 

rage and do it : however, ſhould men fail never ſo much 
feare not but God will ſtand by you in his work 
2 Chron. 19. 6,7. And Fehoſaphat ſaid to the Judges, 7, ake 
heed what you- do, for. ve judge not for man but. for the Lord, 
who is with. you in the . judgment : wheretore now let the 
fear of the Lord be upon you, take heed and do' it ; for 
there iS #0 iniquity with the Lord our God, nor reſpet of 
. perſons, nor taking of gifts : It follows, ver. 11. Deal cor- 
ragiouſly, and the Lord ſhall he with the good. —.— 


Secondly, Miniſters; My Brethren, and my Fathers, 
give me leave to lay, Let us. be with God and he will be 
with us : The Lord hath madeus Watchmen, to watch 
for ſouls, as thoſe that muſt give account. . And therein 
our werk is, to receive the word at his mouth, and give 
warning from him, to deliver his mind and meſſage plain- 
ly, Fer. 23. 28. He that hath my word, let him ſpeak my 
word faithfully: What is the chaffe to the wheat ſaith the 
| Lord. To awaken men from fin, and warn them to a 
Saviour, by both Do@rine and Converſation, to lead in 
the way to_heaven: The Lord give wiſdom to win 
Souls ; fo aſſiſt and ſucceed in his work, that his word 
may run and be glorified ; and, if it be his holy will, pre- 
vent the coming, of ſuch a wotul day, that from the pro- 
phets of this Jeruſalem, prophaneſs ſhould go forth in the 
Land, or that. word be made good againſt us, Mzchah 2.11 
 ifa man walking ir the ſpirit of falſhood do ye, ſaying, ; 
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will propbefie to thee of wine and ſtrong drink, he ſhall even 5 
be the prophet of this people. 


Thirdly, The Lords People, the bulk or body of them _ 
T may ſay here alſo, Be you with God and he will be with 
you: -Take heed ot'forlaking him ; you have ſeen 
and felt ſome of the ſad*eftes of it, See /ſaz. 9.12, 13. 
Por all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand ſtret- 
ched out ftill, for the people turneth not to him that ſmiteth 
them : 'if we want more woe, that is a ſure way to 1ind 
it: i: iSnot ſo much what ſome particular perſons do 
(the Lord alwayes hath a mourning remnant ) but how 
the generality of a' people demean themſelves towards 
him - Oh look to your work, and labour to do it well, 
and thatis duty to God and man. 


1/7 Duty towards od, 1 Sam:12.24. Only Fear the” 
Lord and ſerve him in truth with all your hearts — —Cer- 
tainly, however common ſuch a courſe 15 among. men, it 
15 contempt that cannot long be born with, to- ſet the 
World above God, to ſay (though : never ſo ſecretly ) of 
his ſervice, what a wearineſs 1s it2 When ſpall the mew 
00h be gone that we may ſell Corn, and the Sabbath that 
we may ſet forth Wheat, Amos 8.5, Such things make 
way for the worſt of Famines, ver. 11. The Lord ſeeth 
not as man ſeeth, man looketh on the outſide appearance 
but the Lord looks upon the heart, 1 Sam. 16. 7» He deſires 
truth in the inward parts; the heart to be with him, and 
at work in attendance of his will. But whither arte ou, 
hearts gone? how familiar and yet fatal is it, to hay, 
Lamps without Ol, ſeems of Religion without fincerity _. 
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name to live without the thing : can it be a little matter 
to make light of the great motion of the. Goſpel ( forgive- 
nels and ſalvation, grace and glory therein tendered upon 
faireſt, freeſt ren and 29 one to his Farm, andiche 0- 
ther to his 'Merehandize, Wat. 22:5. How ſhall . we eſcape, 
Feb. 2 3. What : more provoking vilenefs can there be, 
than for loſt, ruined, wretched ſinners, to caſt a.Redeemer 


His riches & righteouſnels at their. heels, with all the love 


and bowels held forth by him. - To refuſe the: ſhelter of 
his wings, and-ſhake off his Government,.not. to. be won 


| by his wooings, nor ,welcont him with all -his-Treaſures, 
while many a trifle in mean time, finds entertainment : 


Think of it ſadiy a thouſand times, will is not. be bitter- 
neſs in the latter end, to prefer other things *before the 
kingdom, to mind the body more than the ſoul, carth 


more. than heaven, a. moment more than eternity 2 what 


account can be given, or apoligy -made for .mens beha- 


viour herein 2 'to-love-pleaſures- more + than God,. 2:.7m. 
| 2, 4-: Creatures more than Chriſt, Mat.10.37. Oh that wif- 


dom may be given from above to build ſure; reſt no 
where ſhort of God,chuſe his favour. as your life, his: fel- 
lowſhip as your happineſs, his boſome as your reſting 
place. Seek not Ordinances meerly, but to meet, with 
Godin and by them, let that be the-mark that is. gimed 
at, that nothing may fatisfie without its attainment - here 


is the mantle but where is God ? what doth it avail to 


dwell in Feruſalem, and not ſee the Kings face - an empty 
Sanctuary can never fill Souls, P/al.63.1,2. Prize bis pa- 
tience, and preſs after it, his convincing, humbling, convert- 
ing patience as infinitely better than the beſt in the World. 
We are gone if the Lord give us milcarrying womb, - 
, | r 
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dry breaſts on this account, That few ſhould be born 
again ( by ſoaking repentance, and unfeigned Faith, ſent 
from heaven into their hearts ) and thoſe that - are born 
weak and dwarf-like, little growth and progreſs gained : 
the things that remain ready to die, Rev..3.2. In a low, 
lazy, languiſhing poſture : ſome lite it may be, but little 
livelineſs | 


Learn (if poſſible) to value thingsa$ they are ;' and 
 folet intereſt in and enjoyment "of God ſtand high in 
your eſteem ;;. communion with God in. Chriſt, to be be- 
.gun,and as may*be-carried on by ordinances here, and 
then compleated, and everlaſtingly continued in heaven. 
Let this (this ) Ze the one thing needful mm your eye, Luk. 
IO. 42. the'alone matter of abſolute -ntceſſity ; ad as ſuch 
| the one thing of your endeavours, Pal. 27.4. Nothing defi- 
red comparatively to them, -and nothing - abſoſurely but 
this. And thence alſo-the one-thing of your endeavours 
Phil. 3.13,14.—never near-enough till as near as may be, 
_ get quite home to-an immediate filling viton.and fruition 
.of God: blefled forever. 


 2ly, Duty towards man: How is the faithful City  be- 
rome an Harlot ; It was full of Tudgment, righteouſneſs 
lodged in it, Iſai.1.21. It is exceeding dangerous for the 
noble vine, to degenerate in ſuch plain things.—_ Is this 


the fruit of all the coſt, care and kindneſs beſtowed upon 

us, to diſappoint him ot his juſt expectation, 7az.5,7. He 

dooked for judgment, but.:behold oppreſſion, for righteouſneſs 

$ut behold a cry: If that be the caſe (as how much and tar 

1t15, the: Lord: ſeeth ) what-can we look for, but w. = 
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laid: waſt, Zaz.5.—It 35 mentioned as the Standard Rule” 
of righteouſneſs to: render to all their dues,. Row. 13: 73 
As :0 God the things that axe Gods. ( his fear and honoue 
and obedicnge ) ſo io. man the things that are mans: ( Ows 
no man axy thinr bet to love one another, yer: &) And a+ 
mong the reſt.to Superiors in particular, what.by divine 
law Lclongs to them... 


AS. conſtagtly te pray for.them, x 7im. 1,2, That ſuppli- 
catzous— be made for all men; for Kings, and for all thas 
are .in authority ; 1o conſcientiouſly. to ſubmit to them - 
The command is. pexemptory, Rom-13+1. Let every ſoul 
be [ubjeft untothe higher powers, and ver. 5. Te wuſt needs 
be ſubjef,.uot aply for truth, but. alſs for Conſcience ſake, Tit. 
3.1. Ohedience'to Magiſtrates 15. a moral duty that al 
men ſhogld-migd, yet many need to. be minded. of it, 
x Pet.2.13,1 4417. Fear God, honour. the King, . The high 
ones of theearthare to be honoured, according to the 
place wherein they ſtand, {till reſerving. that fear and: ho- 
mage that belongs. to: the.moſt high rhat is.in Heaven : 
Humane power to command'is limited to things lawful, 
conſonant and not contrary to the will of God; for in 
that caſe the goncluſfion ſtands faſt, and we may and muſt 
ſtay. upon it, Ai. 5. 2.9..Me ought to obey God rather thas 
OP: | 4% $9 PRA TRIS eb 
That. whichinow remains, 15 to mention two words of 
general advice, about the matter before us, wiz. To faſten 
the neceſſity that ſp it muſt be, and then follow the ſuit that ſs 
zt may.be———. Fe GE RETRO C4) 
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'1- Faſtenthe. neceſlity that ſo it muſt be :.It wee well - 


" 
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if-we could believe it-intarneſt,. or feel the- weight- that 
lies-upon'us heroin. —+—— And that*'is, * OY AVE? 


xt. We muſt-have God with us : *For 


1/. Our condition is exceeding « woful if hr - withdraw 
From:us. Nothing more fatal can:beſal a people, than for 
God to forſake them; iFers 23.433. What burden 2 -[ will 
even forjake you ſaith the Lord; that is a burden heavy 
enough, to:tink men-into all manner of miſery, ZZoſ.9.12 
I, 1ea;woe alſo to them, when I depart - from them: tis as it 
were all. woes gathered 4ntEe'GRE. - OIL. 0 | 
-The. warlſt: condition in the world with God, is:better 
then the beſt that can be without him: Exod. 33. 15.*1f 
thy preſence go not, carry us not up” bence : They were then 
in the wilderneſs, a land of deſerts and pits, of drought and 
of the ſhac.ow of deaths; and' they were gding to Canaan-a 
plentiful Country, the. glory of all lands, (Ezek. 20.6.) you 
fee what Moſes faid upon it, 1f thy preſence go not ——— 
A walſt howling wilderneſs with God,-better than a land 
_ flowing with: milk and. hogey without him - yea, earth 
*.. with him, 15: better. than'Heaven-without him. Alas, if 
..our rock ſell-ns, we are ruined : All is loſt if God leave 
.u$:——onely {-as you .have ſometimes heard from ano- 
ther, better hand ) ler it-be remembred, That as -a peo- 
* ples forſaking God is not wont to be all at once, but by 
&indry ſteps: they go away : though ſometimes fearful 
\ Haſte 1s-made in ;r.——Judg,. .2. 17. They turned quickly ont 
of the way which their fathers walked in, obeying the Coms- 
. nandments of the Lord : but they did not ſo. Look into 
_ faguiliesand other ſogieties, is there not too viſible and 
wa at 
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general a declenſion ; are-we- not turned- (and that quick- 

_ ly too) out of the way: wherein our-fathers walked > we 
have a form of godlinefs, but how far from that life and 
power of it, that was found with them - profefſion we 
make, but practical religion and righteouſneſs, how low - 
doth it run. with- very many.-- Is not--our- wine at leaſt - 
mingled . with. water. —But I ſay, as the common courſe - 
iS, for a-people gradually to ftide and ſteal off from God, 
until (if infinite-grace ſtep not in; to--bring them to a | 
ſtand ) they. are gone -far - away, it may be to an irre= - |* 
moveable diftance; ſo likewiſe his departure from '2- peo- ho 
ple is by feveral, (and ſometimes more- ſecret; undiſcear-- 
ned degrees.;. there ate many removes - made of the glo- 
ry.; and by that: means he may Le gone 2 great way, 
betore they. are aware ——- 


2. Ovr-welfare is wrapt up in his :being- with us, Row, - 
8. 21. If God. be. for-as,. who'can be againft. us 2: ſometimes 
there are many againſt them: that God 1s for, and'yet al- - 
ways there are more with, therragain{bthem ; for him- 
ſelf. alone is more than all : As there'is no. wifdom againſt 
the Lord, Prev. 21. 30. For the. fooliffnefs. of God is. wiſer- - 
than men ; {o there is no power-againſ{tthe Lord, for the - 
weakneſs of God. is ftrouger-thanmen: 1 Sam.14. 6 There 
15. 00-reſtraint to the Loxd.to fave by. many, or by. few, 

2 Chrow...14. Its let a people be never- fo few and fee- 
ble, and their enemies never ſo many and mighty, F-- 
Gag. be. with- them, all. will be well, Zechs 12. 3. Thus we. 
malt. haye God with. us.: 


of 
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2. To that end, we muſt be with him ; Ezra. 10. 12. 
As thou haſt faid, ſo muſt we do: abſolute neceſlity Iyes,- 
upon it: we muſt truſt in and obey him, we muſt fear 
and follow -him, we- muſt depart irg | evil and do'good 
we muſt fall in with his will, and walk in his ways: - 
And then, Prov. 16. 7. when'a perſon, and fo a peoples 
ways, pleale' the-Lord, he maketh even their enemies to 
be at peace with them. He will change their hearts, or 
chain their hands,- or fome- way work that they ſhall do then 
0 real damage.— 


2+ Follow the ſute, that ſo it may be both'ways : 1. 
That we may be with God, or that he would power- 
fully perſwade vs from our wandrings ; heart and life 
diſtances from him; that is a prayer that - 15 very proper 
in our caſe, Lamen. 5. 21. Turn thou us to thee, O Lord, 
ant w2 fhall be turned: 'renew our days as of dId,=— 
However hard the work is, impoſſible to men and 
Means, 1! thou wilt undertake it; itſhall- be done. The 
Prophet mentioned it among his acknowledgments, Daz. 
9. 12- All this'evil is come upon us, yet made we not our © 
prayer before the Lord our God, that we-might turn from our © 
iiquities.——They had their praying times in the cap= 
tivity ;. the faſt of the fifth and ſeventh month, but they 

1d not lay weight enough {( at leaſ} the generality of 

rem )vpon that of converting.grace.to be granted them.” 

May nor, yea, muſt not we fay after them in it : A/} 
this evil is come upon us (evils of ſuffeting. of ſo many” 
kintls and degrees) yet we have not made our prayer that 
we might turn from our iniquities; not tollowed that pe- 


tition with ſuch ſenſe and earneſtneſs, as is ſuited to it: '* > 
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we hid need mend them, and make better work on't-? 
ifoſ. 10 12. it is hich time, Oh let it be taken while jt 
las, Iejt 3t be too late ere long. A rain of righteovineſs, 
iofking ſhowers of converting ſanctiiying grace {cnt from 
kceaven into ovr hearts, will do the bufinels for us, and 
indeed nothing elſe: And, 


2, That Ged may be with us ; The: Goſpel. Story. tells ns, 
Luke 2.3. 2.8, 9. Ie made as though he would have gone fyr- 
ther, but they conffrained him, faying, abide with us: preſ- 
fing importunity is the way to prevail with kim ; It 
would be ſad indeed 5 ſhould It be {a1d of us, as Jſar.64. 
7. There 1s none that calleth upon thy name, that ſlirreth up 
himſelf to take. hold of thee, not abſolutely one, but compas- 
_ratively few: no wonder it he ke gone, if we can find 

 Lpt feW*hands or hcarts to hold him with vs: wreſtling 
«* Facoh got the blefling, Ger. 32+ 26, 28. Surely, he. will not 
"2 *[z Mx 4 ; | 
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Vim go: We were a happy. people, could we heartily 


be with us, 10 incline our hearts to himſelf, 10 cloſe with him 


by faith, and cling to him in obedience ; that it may be well 
with us and. our children after us: Ohict every ſoul put to 
its hand to. lift-up ſuch a requeſt, pray hartily ands 
pray hard, & give not over till you hte. got this blef- 


ſing; and then ſhall the name of oar Jeruſalem be the 
Bird is there. | 4 ; 


Is, without our ovenconſent, if we cannet be willing to. 
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'n to icnd that great requeſt 'to' Heaven, which Solo. * 
Mon lometimes made in and for, the Congregation of 1f- | 
rael, 1 Kings 8.57, 58. That whatever we want, te. would* + 


